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Introduction

Theinitial plan was, to spend somenicetime on, or nearthe seain February. Of coursethere shouldbe enough
possibilityto takephotosof ships, and as well relax. So whenI bookedthis trip, I actuallyhadplannedit as a sort
of shipspottingand relaxingtrip. Therewerea few detailsI knewabout the ship, and the trade, beforehand. 
Theshipto travelon was a SietasType 160 containershipbuilt 1996, indeedit was, accordingto my information, 
the first German built feedershipwith open-top design. Though, the shipisnot entirelyopen-top but has as well 
three cargoholdswith hatches. It was of 121,35 m length, beam18,60 m and a capacityof maximum700 TEU, 
servicespeed16 knots, (althoughI got told later on, that the shipnevermakesmore than 15 knots). 
Theschedulewas supposedto get usto Göteborg and Halmstadςboth in Sweden, and back. Prior to this, two
daysin Hamburg, goingfrom terminal to terminal to dischargeand loadcontainers. 
Theschedulewas not all so surein the beginning, for oneweek, it lookedlike it will be Bremerhaven and 
Denmark, the other weekit lookedlike the trip will be a bit earlierthan scheduled. In the end, oneweekbefore
the journey, the schedulewas just like it was said, it would be. 

For me it ǿŀǎƴΨǘimportant wherewe aregetting to, it was important that I simplyhada few relaxingdaysonboard
a ship, and seemanyother shipsto takephotosof, and of courseςto be back right in time, just how it is, when
youhaveto work everyday. I ŘƛŘƴΨǘexpectmuch, becauseI knew, this trip ǿƻƴΨǘtakeme acrossthe Atlantic, as 
well not acrossthe Pacific, it ǿƻƴΨǘtakeme to anyfancydestinationsand nor is the shipanythingyouwould call
an impressivecontainership. But, I was lookingforward to theαterminal hoppingά ƛƴ IŀƳōǳǊƎΣ ŀǎ L knew, I will get
the chanceto takephotosfrom a rather unusualperspective. 
Of courseI was extra-happywhenI heard, that both waysof the trip we will be proceedingthroughKiel Canal. I 
haveneverseenthe Kiel-Canalbefore, so this would be a real first for me. I havebeforenot paidmuchof an 
attention to this locationbecauseI actuallyam not in the moodfor onemore train-trip after arrivingin Hamburg, 
and I knewLΨŘmiss the vastdiversityof shipsyousimplyget in Hamburg. YousimplyǿƻƴΨǘseeanyCMA CGM Vela
or COSCO Asiain the Kiel Canal, ǘƘŀǘΨǎjust so. 

I know, Februaryisnot the preferredtime of mostpeople to travel, but I actuallydo not mind travelling, when
nobodyelsedoes, and for a bit of shipspottingfrom the Hamburg harbourferriesyouhaveno people in the way 
on deck as for mot it will be too cold. 



Hamburg

I went to Hamburg by train from Basel, to stayin the youth hosteljust nearthe port, calledα!ǳŦ ŘŜƳ 
{ǘƛƴǘŦŀƴƎάΦ Thething to do, was to callthe captainƻŦ α{ǾŜƴά onedaybeforethe scheduleddepartureof 
the shipand ask, whenit was o. k. for them to come onboard. In mycase, that was Friday, 20 th 20.00.  
Theshipwas not supposedto leaveuntil 22 th though. 

So, I calleda taxi and there I went, to the gate, and by terminalbusto the ship. Thebuswas drivenby a 
nicelady, who told me that I am goingto travelon a good lookingand clean ship, whichof coursewas a 
good thing to hear. Though, I was couriousenoughto ask, whichonesareNOT recommendable. A Arab
based4-letter-company was mentionedhere, her remarkwas, that the crewsof theseshipsarenot the
best smellingonesaround, somethinglikecheesewhichwas too longin the sungot mentioned. 

At least I ŘƛŘƴΨǘhaveanymixedfeelingswhenI was boardingthe ship. To my surprisea crewmemberdid
helpmewith the luggage, showedmethe cabinand told meas well to get the passportimmediatelly, and 
up to the bridge, as the immigrationguyswerethere. I think, otherwiseI wouldhavefirst goneto my
cabinand lookedcarefullyaround, and definitelyget up the bridgeimmediatelly, as I knewfrom a previous
trip, it was not appreciatedby everycaptain. Especiallynot whenthere areregularely6 passengers
onboard. 

Insteadof grumpypersonsI foundtwo cheerfulofficersand two friendlypolicemenon the bridge, who
obviouslywere jokingaroundaboutsomething. Hadto hand overmy passportand sametime was invited
for a coffeeand includedin the conversation. Gotaskedas well whether I needsomethingto drink, and to 
mysurprisethey saidyes, someonewill bring a few bottlesmineralwaterto my cabin, as well there is food 
in the fridgein caseI am hungry. 

Whatshouldsomeonesay? If youthink that a voyageonboarda cargoshipand luxuryarethingsthat are
impossibleto combine, in caseof this ship, ȅƻǳΨŘbe wrong. With good feelingsI went to bedthat evening.



My cabin. On the left sideyoucanseethe part whichyoucouldregardas theαliving-roomάΦ Therewas a desk
(youcanseemy laptop there) table, ǘƘŜǊŜΨǎa stereo equipmentas well. Thenthere isa smallcorridorwhere

youget into the bathroomand finally, on the right sideyouseethe bed. LǘΨǎan extraordinarywideone, so that
meansif the weatherisnot too nice, youwill find yourselfrollingaroundand slippingup and down. Or to 

speakfrankly, there ismorespacethan youcouldoccupy. 



After a rathergood night, with althoughsomenoisefrom the ship, it was time to havea look around, as we have
obviouslychangedour locationnot just a few times, and will changeoncemoreduringthe day. For me, it ǿŀǎƴΨǘa problemto 

simplygo terminal-hoppingin the port of Hamburg for two days, rather thanheadingout to other countries, as I do believe, that
ƛǘΨǎa good way to takephotosof other ships.. If the fogpermits. Thedaysbeforethe final departurelookedlike that: 

Arrival 20 th Feb. 20.36 at Eurokai, stayingthere until 02.00- to TCT ςthen waitingfor a berth at someplace. 
Proceedingto Burchardkaion 21 th, 1320 stayinguntil 1530 . No, ǘƘŀǘΨǎnot the end ςcontinuedon 21 th at 19.40 to terminalCTA 
(whichrunsfully automatic, apart from the folkson the gantrycranes). Stayinguntil 01.50 to proceedagainto Eurokai, wheremy
trip has started. I knewof coursethat this iswhat isdone, in the feedershipbusiness, as I havespentalot of time to takephotosof 
shipsin Hamburg, but knowingit ƛǎƴΨǘthe sameas experiencingit. Theshipisnevermorethana few hoursat the sameterminal

and this isputtingan enormousstrainon the crews.
I was of coursehavingmy camerareadyto capturesomeof the atmospherein port, while I was indeed, allowedto 

watchall what was goingon, from the bridge. Not only that, the captainand 1st officerwereverymuchin the moodto explain
things, and shareinformations. 



I was goingup the bridgeto watchthe loadingand dischargingof containers. InterestingI foundthe open-top
designof this ship. On the first photo yousee, there areonly feedershipsat this terminal, that day. Of courseI 
was wishingfor somebiggervesselsto takephotosof, but theseoneswereelsewhere. As well, just whenyou

aresitting at the desk, and think nobodycanlook into yourcabin-window, yourealizeyouarewrong! 


