Ham bﬂthtrHImstad.

..and retouronboard
containerfeedervessaet { Sy & A Y
days



Introduction

Theinitial plan was, to spendomenicetime on,or nearthe seain February Ofcoursethere shouldbe enough
possibilityto take photosof ships and as well relax. Sehen | bookedthistrip, lactuallyhad plannedit as asort
of shipspottingandrelaxingtrip. Therewere a few details| knewaboutthe ship, andthe trade, beforehand

Theshipto travelon was &SietasType 16Ccontainershipbuilt 1996,indeedit was,accordingto my information,
the first Germanbuilt feedershipwith opentop design Though the shipis not entirely opentop but has as well
three cargoholdswith hatches It was of 121,35 ntength, beam18,60 m and &apacityof maximum700 TEU,
servicespeedl6 knots, (althoughl gottold later on, that the shipnevermakesmore than 15 knots).

Theschedulewassupposedo getusto Géteborg andHalmstadg both in Sweden and back. Prior tehis, two
daysin Hamburggoingfrom terminal to terminalto dischargeandload containers

Theschedulewas not all ssurein the beginning for one week it lookedlike it will be Bremerhaven and
Denmark the other weekit lookedlike the trip will be a bit earlierthan scheduled Inthe end, one weekbefore
the journey, the schedulewas justlike it wassaid it would be.

Formeit ¢ | & yhpbitant wherewe are gettingto, it wasimportant that | simplyhada few relaxingdaysonboard

aship, andseemanyother shipsto take photosof, and ofcourseg to be back right in time, jushow it is, when

you haveto work everyday. IR A Refgédimuch becausd knew thistrip ¢ 2 ytakéime acrosghe Atlantic, as

well notacrossthe Pacificjt g 2 ytakéme to anyfancydestinationsand nor isthe ship anythingyouwould call
ammpresswecontalnersmp But, | waslookingforwardto the aderminalhoppingt Ay | | YkoedzNGEllget | a |
the chanceto take photosfrom arather unusualperspective

Of coursel wasextra-happywhen | heard that both waysof the trip we will be proceedingthrough KielCanal |
haveneverseenthe KielCanabefore, sothis would be a realfirst for me. | havebefore not paid muchof an
attention to this |ocationbecausd actuallyam not inthe moodfor one moretrain-trip after arrivingin Hamburg,
and lknewL $histhe vastdiversityof shipsyou simplygetin HamburgYousimplyg 2 ysgdany CMA CGMWela
or COSC@siain the KielCana) i K | justBé.

I know, Februaryis not the preferredtime of mostpeople totravel, but | actuallydo notmind travelling when
nobodyelsedoes andfor abit of shipspottingfrom the Hamburgharbourferriesyou haveno people inthe way
on deck agor mot it will be too cold.



Hamburg

| wentto Hamburgby train from Basel, tostayin the youth hosteljust nearthe port, calleda | dzF RSY
{ G Ay (iTRethifgkaidb, was tocallthe captain2 ¥ o pr@dybéforethe scheduleddepartureof

the shipandask whenit was o. kfor themto comeonboard Inmy case that wasFriday 20th 20.00.
Theshipwas notsupposedo leaveuntil 22 th though

So, Icalledataxi andthere | went, to the gate, andby terminal busto the ship. Thebuswasdrivenby a

nicelady, who told me that | amgoingto travel on a goodookingand clearship, whichof coursewas a
goodthingto hear Though | wascouriousenoughto ask whichonesare NOTrecommendable AArab

basedd-letter-company wasnentionedhere, herremarkwas,that the crewsof theseshipsare not the

bestsmellingonesaround somethinglike cheesewhichwastoo longin the sungot mentioned

At least IR A RhAwanymixedfeelingswhen| wasboardingthe ship Tomy surprisea crewmemberdid
help me with the luggage showedme the cabinandtold me as well toget the passporimmediatelly and
up tothe bridge asthe immigrationguyswerethere. Ithink, otherwisel would havefirst goneto my
cabinandlookedcarefullyaround anddefinitely get up the bridgeimmediatelly as lkknewfrom a previous
trip, it was notappreciatedby everycaptain Especiallynot whenthere areregularely6 passengers
onboard

Insteadof grumpypersonsl found two cheerfulofficersandtwo friendly policemenon the bridge, who
obviouslywere jokingaroundabout something Hadto handover my passportand sametime wasinvited
for a coffeeandincludedin the conversation Gotaskedas wellwhether | needsomethingto drink, and to
my surprisethey saidyes someonewill bring afew bottles mineralwaterto my cabin as welkhere isfood
inthe fridgein casel amhungry

Whatshouldsomeonesay? If youthink that a voyageonboarda cargoshipandluxuryare thingsthat are
impossibleo combing incaseof thisship € 2 dadMrong. With goodfeelingsl went to bedthat evening



My cabin Onthe left sideyou canseethe part whichyou couldregardasthe divingrooma fherewas adesk
(youcanseemy laptopthere) table, i K S Bl&eiedequipmentas well. Thenthere isa smallcorridorwhere
you getinto the bathroomandfinally, onthe right sideyou seethe bed. L (akextraordinarywide one, sothat
meansif the weatheris not too nice, youwill find yourselfrolling aroundandslippingup and downOrto
speakfrankly, there is more spacethan you couldoccupy




After arather goodnight, with althoughsomenoisefrom the ship, it was time tohavealook around aswe have
obviouslychangedour locationnot just afew times, and willchangeoncemore duringthe day. Forme, it ¢ | & gp#oblemto
simplygo terminakhoppingin the port of Hamburgor two days ratherthan headingout to other countries as | ddelieve that
A (a\géod way tdaake photosof other ships. If the fog permits. Thedaysbeforethe final departurelookedlike that:

Arrival 20th Feb. 20.36 at Eurokastayingthere until 02.00 to TCT¢ then waitingfor aberth at someplace.
Proceedingo Burchardkaon 21th, 1320stayinguntil 1530 . Noji K |-ndt#é&end¢ continuedon 21th at 19.40 toterminal CTA
(whichrunsfully automatic apartfrom the folkson the gantrycranes. Stayinguntil 01.50 toproceedagainto Eurokaiwhere my
trip hasstarted. | knewof coursethat thisiswhat is done, inthe feedershipbusinessas Ihavespentalot of time to take photosof
shipsin Hamburgbut knowingit A & ghélsdmeasexperiencingt. Theshipis nevermore than a few hoursat the sameterminal
andthisis putting an enormousstrainon the crews
| was ofcoursehavingmy camerareadyto capturesomeof the atmospheren port, while | wasindeed allowedto
watchall what wasgoingon, from the bridge Notonlythat, the captainand 1stofficer were verymuchin the moodto explain
things andshareinformations




| wasgoingup the bridgeto watchthe loadinganddischargingyf containers Interestingl found the opentop

designof this ship. Onthe first photo you seeg there are only feedershipsat this terminal, that day Ofcoursel

waswishingfor somebiggervesselgo take photosof, but theseoneswere elsewhere As well, justvhenyou
aresitting at the desk andthink nobodycanlookinto your cabinwindow, yourealizeyou arewrong!
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